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Keynote speakers

Dr Pet er JS  Flem ing

Keynote Address:
Wildlife management in Australasia: Biodiversity is changing in our 
part of the world.

Dr Chr is Brown

Keynote address: 
Climate change impacts on land uses and biodiversity in Namibia

As a senior research scientist with the Vertebrate Pest Research Unit of Industry 
& Investment NSW since 1983, Dr Peter Fleming is currently involved in programs 
to improve management of feral goats, and dingoes and other wild dogs in 
Australian rangeland ecosystems. Like many of his target species, he is a 
generalist, having investigated the impacts of rabbits, pest birds and flying foxes, 
and improvements to the control of feral pigs and red foxes. Peter undertook his 
PhD on the ethology of feral goats for disease transmission modelling, but is 

mostly recognised for his work on introduced canids and aerial survey methods. 

Australia is a big country with relatively few invasive animal specialists so Peter prefers to work collaboratively 
with researchers, students and managers to address issues at the national scale. Involvement of private and 
agency land managers in research facilitates adoption of research results, and Peter’s current research 
programs have strong education and stakeholder training foci. 

Peter is a keen bird watcher, photographer and sports critic (too old to play). He is a member of several 
ecological and agricultural societies, and is V ice President of the Australasian Wildlife Management Society, 
which he is representing here.

Dr Chris Brown is the Executive Director of the Namibia Institute for 
Sustainable Development, incorporating the Namibia Nature Foundation and 
the Desert Research Foundation of Namibia. Together these organisations 
manage and implement over 100 projects and programmes. A zoologist by 
training, Chris has worked in the natural resources management field in 
leading positions in government, the NGO and private sectors for the past 25 
years. His work over the past two decades has ranged from grassroots 

community development projects, national and transboundary programmes to international policy making forums 
where he has led Namibia’s delegations to the CBD, CCD and other international negotiations. 

He played a key role in drafting the environmental clauses in the Namibian Constitution. He was responsible for 
compiling and editing Namibia’s Green Plan, which was presented by President Nujoma to the Rio Earth Summit 
in 1992, and for developing a portfolio of national environmental programmes, ranging from the review and 
revision of environmental legislation, control of pollution and environmental impact assessment to natural 
resource economics, environmental information, combating desertification, protecting biodiversity and 
community-based natural resource management. More recently he has led a team to compile Namibia’s long-
term vision for sustainable development (Vision 2030) and prepare Namibia’s National Assessment Report to the 
World Summit for Sustainable Development.  He has published more than 90 scientific papers and reports, and 
for 10 years was the editor of Namibia’s scientific journal of arid zone biology and nature conservation research, 
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Dr Sam M Ferre ira

Keynote Address: 
Conservation evaluation in an uncertain world

Dr John Hanks

Dinner speaker

Dr Sam Ferreira has a PhD in Zoology with a focus on restoration and 
community ecology from the University of Pretoria in 1997. His working 
experience permeated his studies – from 1984 to 1989 Sam worked as 
laboratory assistant at the Shortridge Mammal Collection of the Kaffrarian 
Museum in King William’s Town. Over the summer of 1986/87 he spent a year 
on Marion Island working for the Department of Environmental Affairs and the 
Feral Cat Eradication Programme. He spent a second year over the summer 

of 1989/90 at Marion Island coordinating the Seal Research Programme of the Mammal Research Institute of the 
University of Pretoria. He also coordinated the Richards Bay Dune Forest Restoration Research Programme 
under the auspices of the University of Pretoria from 1992 to 1997. 

He worked for the Department of Conservation in New Zealand as Conservancy Advisory Scientist for 7 years 
from 1997 to 2004 where projects included marine reserve planning, dolphin and bird research, and alien 
mammal eradications from islands. Sam completed two concurrent post-docs in 2005 and 2006 – one at the 
Department of Entomology & Zoology at the University of Pretoria on elephant temporal dynamics, and the 
second at the Department of Statistics of the University of Auckland on modelling large mammal dynamics 
including elephants, lions, hippos and antelopes. His interests centre on mammal and bird conservation biology 
with emphasis on temporal and spatial dynamics and the factors influencing these. He also has an interest in 
restoration ecology and the solving of ecological problems. Sam has published 55 peer-reviewed papers, 2 
chapters in books, 96 technical reports, and presented 37 papers at national and international conferences and 
67 invited scholastic talks on mammal ecology. Sam is currently working for SANParks as a Large Mammal 
Ecologist since 2008 and his primary task is to ensure that large mammal management decisions are 
underpinned by good science.

Dr John Hanks is a zoologist by training with his first degree in Natural 
Sciences from Magdalene College, Cambridge, followed by a PhD on the 
reproductive physiology, growth, and population dynamics of the African 
elephant in the Luangwa Valley, Zambia

He has 45 years of experience in a wide variety of conservation management 
and research projects. John has worked in several African countries, including 
Angola, Botswana, Ethiopia, Kenya, Mozambique, South Africa, Zambia and 

Zimbabwe. His major most important posting have been: Chief Professional Officer for the Natal Parks Board, 
Professor and Head of the Department of Biological Sciences, then the first Director of the Institute of Natural 
Resources at the University of Natal; the Director of the Africa Programme for WWF International (based in 
Gland, Switzerland); the Chief Executive of WWF South Africa; the first Executive Director of the Peace Parks 
Foundation. He has published over 120 scientific papers.

(Dr Hanks is also one of the original founders of SAWMA who is still an active member of the association.)
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